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THE WORLD NATURAL FIBRE PRODUCTION IN 2025

IS ESTIMATED AT 32.8 MILLION TONNES.

The estimate of world cotton production issued by USDA in February 2026
was 26.1 million tonnes.

The estimate by DNFI of world production of jute is 2.4 million tonnes. Jute
production fell to a two-decade low because of adverse weather during the
harvest period, and world wool production fell to the lowest mark in a
century as farmers shifted to meat breeds.

Wool and coir production are estimated at around one million tonnes each,

and all other natural fibres combined are estimated at two million tonnes.

Approximately 40 million households were involved in natural fibre
production in 2025. When family labor and hired seasonal labor are
included, total employment is between 150 million and 200 million people.
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NATURAL FIBRES ARE

Sustainable and Biodegradable,
Comfortable and Responsible,
Healthy, Responsible, High-Tech
and Fashionable

The DNFI facilitates the exchange of

information and experiences, and works

to advance the common interests of all

natural fibres in the face of competition from oil- and wood-
based man-made fibres.

Representatives of natural fibre industries as diverse as Abaca,
Alpaca, Angora, Camel, Cashmere, Coir, Cotton, Flax,
Hemp, Jute, Mohair, Ramie, Silk, Sisal and Wool participate in
DNFl.org
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Cotton Lint 24,893,316 25,238,189 24,435,010 21.61% 77.3% 25,808,840 26,096,233
Fibral Fibres (banana, pineapple, palm - 1,69 , 0.00% 0.0% 802 2, . . .
Other Fibre c{mps, rawrn.a.t:l:.,pl peim 670,330 639,1?; 552,?}22 ﬂ.gg% 2.?% 553,95? asg,ggg After nearly two decades of no growth, the world cotton yield is flnaIIy
PlemleTomohaie a0 degn o e fmR o % W W Climbing and reached an estimated 880 kgs of lint per hectare in 2025. The
Kapok fbre 220200 32IB200 3104600 278% 9% 300000 2400000 \yorld yield first nearly touched 800 kgs per hectare in 2007 and was still
Sisal, Honequen and simifarhard fibers 297300 Z7reoo  2sd0 o2e%  os%  zsoon aooe  DEIOW 800 kgs in 2023.
Silk, raw 86,311 91,319 93,986 | 0.08% 0.3% 97,351 101,000
Other animal fbres, dehaired 2000 aeo0  zmowo oom o zmoo  meo  COftonyields are rising in countries using the tools of modern agricultural
Total Natural Fibers 32,274,118 32,600,000 31,600,000 27.95% 100.0% 33,000,000 32,800,000 SCIer_]C:e’ InCIUdIng bIOte_Chn_OIOgy (GMO)’ Synthe_tlc fertlllzers’ _Syni_:hetlc
N R E— T TRy pesticides and mechanization. Notably, cotton yields are lagging in
Synthetics: 079, 444, ,888, 49
othoties: 1075000 | T2M4000 Toms000, e54% countries implementing such technologies less effectively, particularly in
Polyamide (includes Nylon) 6,035,000 6,065,000 6,368,000 5.6% sub-Sharan Africa and |ndia_
Acrylic 1,345,000 1,325,000 1,259,000 1.1%
Polyproylene 3,885,000 3,850,000 3,966,000 3.5%
Other Synthetic 1,445,000 1,435,000 1,450,000 1.3% _ _ ] o
o International cotton prices have fallen by more than half since rising to a
Synthetic Filament 53,029,000 52,684,000 53,787,000 47.6% . . .. .
Synthetic Staple 20,050,000 19,760,000 20,101,000  17.8% Covid-era peak in 2022. In response to declining prices, area devoted to
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USA TARIFF POLICIES REMAIN UNSETTLED AND

INFLUENCES THE GLOBAL TRADE OF FIBRES

The United States Supreme Court ruled against the current US Government
Administration’s use of the International Emergency Economic Powers Act
(IEEPA) to impose sweeping reciprocal tariffs on most of the world’s countries

production is consolidating in China, India, Brazil, United States, Pakistan,
Australia, and Turkey. In most other countries, including those in Africa,
Latin America and Asia, production is trending lower. World cotton
production in 2026/27 (August-July) is forecast by USDA at 25.3 million
tonnes, 3% lower than production in 2025/26.

World Cotton Yields, Kgs Lint/Ha World Cotton Production

in February 2026. 500 W 28
Nevertheless, the administration is reimposing broad-ranging tariffs using an 600 d
alternative legal authority to IEEPA, namely Section 122 of the Trade Act of . 5
1974. Several lawsuits have already been filed challenging the legality of using 0 "
Section 122. In the interim, it is not clear how the Supreme Court’s decision will teoor w0l aoton  2030/21 el e EE

impact revenue already collected under the IEEPA framework. As of March
tariffs were 10% across the board on all countries, but additional

announcements are anticipated in the weeks ahead, and importers are bracing

for more disruptions. The level of uncertainty remains severe.
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DNFl.org — Who we are:

The General Assembly of the United Nations de-

clared 2009 to be the International Year of Natural

Fibres (IYNF) in recognition of the benefits of natural

fibre industries to the world economy, the environment, consumers
and to producers around the world.

The Discover Natural Fibres Initiative is composed of individuals and
organizations from around the world who voluntarily and indepen-

dently share information about natural fibres. There are no member-
ship dues, DNFI has no offices, no budget and does not conduct
projects.

DNFI has observer status to the FAO Intergovernmental Group (IGG)
on Hard Fibres and the IGG on Jute, Kenaf and Allied Fibres, which
represents a forum for intergovernmental consultation and exchange
on trends in production, consumption, trade and prices of jute, kenaf
and allied fibres, including regular appraisal of the global market
situation and short term outlook.
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