
THE WORLD NATURAL FIBRE PRODUCTION IN 2025 
IS ESTIMATED AT 32.8 MILLION TONNES.
The estimate of world cotton production issued by USDA in February 2026 
was 26.1 million tonnes.

The estimate by DNFI of world production of jute is 2.4 million tonnes. Jute 
production fell to a two-decade low because of adverse weather during the 
harvest period, and world wool production fell to the lowest mark in a 
century as farmers shifted to meat breeds.

Wool and coir production are estimated at around one million tonnes each, 
and all other natural fibres combined are estimated at two million tonnes.

Approximately 40 million households were involved in natural fibre 
production in 2025. When family labor and hired seasonal labor are 
included, total employment is between 150 million and 200 million people.

NATURAL  FIBRES  ARE
Sustainable and Biodegradable,
Comfortable and Responsible,
Healthy, Responsible, High-Tech
and Fashionable

The DNFI facilitates the exchange of
information and experiences, and works
to advance the common interests of all
natural fibres in the face of competition from oil- and wood-
based man-made fibres.

Representatives of natural fibre industries as diverse as Abaca, 
Alpaca, Angora, Camel, Cashmere, Coir, Cotton, Flax, 
Hemp, Jute, Mohair, Ramie, Silk, Sisal and Wool participate in 
DNFI.org

THE GLOBAL MARKET
OF NATURAL FIBRES
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WORLD COTTON YIELDS RECORD HIGH IN 2025
After nearly two decades of no growth, the world cotton yield is finally 
climbing and reached an estimated 880 kgs of lint per hectare in 2025. The 
world yield first nearly touched 800 kgs per hectare in 2007 and was still 
below 800 kgs in 2023.

Cotton yields are rising in countries using the tools of modern agricultural 
science, including biotechnology (GMO), synthetic fertilizers, synthetic 
pesticides and mechanization. Notably, cotton yields are lagging in 
countries implementing such technologies less effectively, particularly in 
sub-Sharan Africa and India.
 
International cotton prices have fallen by more than half since rising to a 
Covid-era peak in 2022. In response to declining prices, area devoted to 
cotton around the world has shrunk, and harvested area in 2025 is 
estimated by USDA at 29.5 million ha, the lowest since the 1940s. Cotton 
production is consolidating in China, India, Brazil, United States, Pakistan, 
Australia, and Turkey. In most other countries, including those in Africa, 
Latin America and Asia, production is trending lower. World cotton 
production in 2026/27 (August-July) is forecast by USDA at 25.3 million 
tonnes, 3% lower than production in 2025/26.

USA TARIFF POLICIES REMAIN UNSETTLED AND 
INFLUENCES THE GLOBAL TRADE OF FIBRES
The United States Supreme Court ruled against the current US Government 
Administration’s use of the International Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(IEEPA) to impose sweeping reciprocal tariffs on most of the world’s countries 
in February 2026. 

Nevertheless, the administration is reimposing broad-ranging tariffs using an 
alternative legal authority to IEEPA, namely Section 122 of the Trade Act of 
1974. Several lawsuits have already been filed challenging the legality of using 
Section 122. In the interim, it is not clear how the Supreme Court’s decision will 
impact revenue already collected under the IEEPA framework. As of March 9, 
tariffs were 10% across the board on all countries, but additional 
announcements are anticipated in the weeks ahead, and importers are bracing 
for more disruptions. The level of uncertainty remains severe.

DNFI.org – Who we are:
The General Assembly of the United Nations de-
clared 2009 to be the International Year of Natural
Fibres (IYNF) in recognition of the benefits of natural
fibre industries to the world economy, the environment, consumers 
and to producers around the world. 

The Discover Natural Fibres Initiative is composed of individuals and 
organizations from around the world who voluntarily and indepen-
dently share information about natural fibres. There are no member-
ship dues, DNFI has no offices, no budget and does not conduct 
projects.

DNFI has observer status to the FAO Intergovernmental Group (IGG) 
on Hard Fibres and the IGG on Jute, Kenaf and Allied Fibres, which 
represents a forum for intergovernmental consultation and exchange 
on trends in production, consumption, trade and prices of jute, kenaf 
and allied fibres, including regular appraisal of the global market 
situation and short term outlook.
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